


About Mitrovica city:

Mitrovica is a city and municipality located in Kosovo. Settled on the banks of Ibar 
and Sitnica rivers, the city is the administrative center of the Mitrovica District.

In 2013, following the North Kosovo crisis, the Serb-majority municipality of North 
Mitrovica was created, dividing the city in two administrative units, both operating 
within the Kosovo legal framework. According to the 2011 Census, in Mitrovica live 
84,235 inhabitants, 71,909 of which in the southern municipality and 12,326 in 
North Mitrovica.

The city is one of the oldest known settlements in Kosovo, being first mentioned in 
written documents during the Middle Ages. Near Mitrovica is the medieval fortress 
of Zvečan, which played an important role during the Kingdom of Serbia under Ne-
manjić rule. Under Ottoman rule Mitrovica was a typical small Oriental city. Rapid 
development came in the 19th century after lead ore was discovered and mined in 
the region, providing what has historically been one of Kosovo largest industries.

It became an industrial town, formerly the economic centre of Kosovo because of 
the nearby Trepča Mines. It grew in size as a centre of trade and industry with the 
completion of the railway line to Skopje in 1873–1878, which linked Mitrovica to the 
port of Thessalonika. Another line later linked the town to Belgrade and Western 
Europe.
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